
 

Class: IX        Subject: History 

Lesson Plan for Week- 1    Session: 2021-22  

Name of Textbook: India and the Contemporary World- I 

Chapter: 1 The French Revolution (Page 3- 7) 

Day 1 

Step I Pre-requisite: 

• What people do if unhappy under a government or its policies? 

• What is a revolt/ uprising? 

• Which system of government is considered as the best form of government? 

• Why democracy is considered as the best form? 

 

Step II Introduction to the lesson: 

• Democracy is considered as the best form of government and the French 

Revolution in 1789 ushered a new era in human history by giving the world 

the democratic ideals such as liberty, equality, fraternity & justice.  

• The chapter explores the background of the great event which ended 

monarchy in France and paved the way for the establishment of a Republic. 

 

Students will be shown the following video: 

https://youtu.be/IIDfZ-8o4jE 

Bullet points on the topics: 

      Destruction of Bastille: 

• On 14 July 1789, a situation of alarm prevailed in Paris. 

• Troops were called by the king to move into the city. 

• People formed a militia and broke into government buildings to acquire 

arms. 

• Finally, Bastille-the fortress-prison in Paris was destroyed by people. 

• Bastille was hated as the symbol of despotic power of the French king. 

• Riots spread in Paris and in the countryside. 

• People protested against the high price of bread. 

 

1. French Society during the late eighteenth century 

      Economic Condition: 

• Louis XVI of Bourbon dynasty who became French monarch in 1774 faced 

an empty treasury. The causes were- 

➢ Prolonged wars in Europe. 

https://youtu.be/IIDfZ-8o4jE


➢ Help to thirteen American colonies in their war of independence against 

England. 

➢ Expenses of extravagant court. 

➢ Increased expense on war loan interest. 

      Political System: 

• France had absolute monarchy and the rulers believed in divine right of 

kingship. 

 

Step III Class-work: 

1. What did the Bastille symbolise for the common people of France? 

A.  Extravaganza of the monarch                         B. Privileges of the nobility    

C. Absolute power of the monarch                     D. Empty treasury 

 

2. Who was the king of France during the Revolution? 

      A. Louis XIV            B. Louis XVI             C. Charles X          D. Napoleon   

  

3. Which of the following was not a cause of the empty treasury faced by            

Louis XVI? 

A. Non payment of taxes by the peasants 

B. Long years of war in Europe 

C. Cost of extravagance court 

D. Help to the American colonies to gain independence from Britain 

     Home-work:        

1. Discuss the causes of the economic crisis faced by king Louis XVI on his 

accession to the throne.                                                                             3                                                                                                              

 

End of Day 1 

Day 2 

Step I       Recapitulation: 

• Which incident marked the beginning of the French revolution? 

• To which dynasty Louis XVI belonged? 

• What is referred by the old regime? 

•  

Step II 1. French Society during the Eighteenth Century 

 

Students to watch the following video- 

      https://youtu.be/SILE0j3sxqc 

 

Bullet point on the topics: 

 

      Social Organisation: 

• The French society was organized into three Estates- 

         

https://youtu.be/SILE0j3sxqc


                        
 

• Old Regime: The society and institutions of France before 1789. 

• 90% of French population was made up of peasants while 60% land was 

owned by nobles, clergy and other richer members of the third estate. 

• Taxes to be paid only by the third estate.  

• Clergy & nobility enjoyed privileges such as exemption from paying taxes 

and the right to collect taxes from the peasants. 

• Peasants had to pay feudal dues & render service to the nobles, to pay taxes 

called tithes to the clergy & taille to the state. 

 

1.1 The Struggle to Survive: 

• Subsistence crisis refer to a serious economic situation when the basic means 

of livelihood are in danger. It occurred frequently in France during the Old 

Regime due to the following factors- 

➢ Increase of population led to growing demand for food grains. 

➢ Increase of price of bread as production of grain could not keep pace with 

the demand. 

➢ The gap between rich & poor widened as wages were low. 

➢ Worse situation when drought or hail reduced production 

1.2 How a Subsistence Crisis happens: Fig 4 

 

Step III      Class activity: 

• Picture Analysis: Fig. 4- The Spider and the Fly 

• Prepare a flow chart on the social hierarchy in France during the old regime. 

 

     Class-work: 

1. Which of the following group of people were exempted from paying 

taxes in France? 

A. Peasants           B. Merchants                  C. Lawyers                D. Clergy 



2. What was ‘tithes’? 

A. Tax levied by the king                          B. tax levied by the King                                    

C. Unit of currency                                               D. Unit of weight  

3. What was the percentage of peasants in France during the Old Regime? 

A. 60%                       B. 75%                 C. 80%                     D. 90% 

4. What was taille? 

A. Tax to be paid to the state by the peasants 

B. Tax to be paid to the Church by the peasants 

C. An direct tax paid by the third estate to the state 

D. Forced labour in France 

     Home-work: 

2. How was the French society organized during the old regime?                 5 

3. Critically analyse the circumstances leading to the frequent occurrence of 

subsistence crisis in France during the Old Regime.                                  5 

 

End of Day 2 

 

Day- 3 

Step I Recapitulation: 

• What were the three estates in France? 

• Who were exempted from paying taxes during the old regime? 

• How did the nobles exploit the peasants in France? 

• How would you define subsistence crisis? 

Step II 1.3A Growing Middle Class Envisages an End to Privileges: 

 

Students to watch the following video- 

 

      https://youtu.be/SILE0j3sxqc 

 

      Bullet points on the day’s topics: 

• In the eighteenth century there was the emergence of a new middle class 

who earned wealth through world trade & manufacture of goods. 

• Middle class included merchants, manufactures, educated lawyers & 

administrative officials. 

• They believed in social position based on merit, ideas of freedom & equality.  

Philosophers: 

➢ John Locke: He wrote the Two Treatises of Government & opposed the 

theory of divine & absolute right of the monarch. 

➢ Jean Jacques Rousseau: He proposed a government based on social 

contract between people & their representatives. 

➢ Montesquieu: He wrote the Spirit of the Laws & proposed a division of 

power between the legislative, executive & the judiciary which was inspired 

by the American War of Independence & its principle of individual rights. 

https://youtu.be/SILE0j3sxqc


• Ideas of philosophers spread through discussion in salons, coffee houses, 

through books & newspapers. 

Step- 3 Class-work: 

1. Which of the following facts about the middle class is correct? 

A. The middle class appeared after 1850. 

B. The middle class was a privileged class in society. 

C. It included nobles, peasants & artists. 

D. The middle class believed in freedom and equality. 

2. Who wrote ‘Two Treaties of Government’?    

A. John Locke        B. Rousseau                   C. Voltaire               D.  Montesquieu 

3. Who proposed the idea of Social Contract? 

A. Napoleon         B. John Locke           C. Rousseau        D. Montesquieu 

4. Which of the following ideals was inspired by the American 

constitution? 

A. Abolition of divine right of kingship. 

B. Social contract between people & their representatives. 

C. Division of power within government 

 

       Home-work: 

5. Evaluate the contributions of the philosophers in the French Revolution.  3                   

 

End of Day 3 

 


